
The output, of farmers and growers, 
is the mainstay of this region.                                                   
Farmers and horticulture deserve more 
support.  

My quest is to deliver this with enhanced 
infrastructure in rail and access to the region.

My commitment as Mayor, is to vastly 
improve the commercial environment so that 
farmers, growers and downstream businesses 
are better able to exploit the region’s ample 
opportunities.

Government and Local Government should 
not be the principle providers of employment. 
Their role is to provide the commercial 
environment which facilitates business 
expansion and prosperity.

This region currently enjoys a generous 
commercial environment, but dark clouds 
gather abroad. Inevitably, the local economy 
will suffer.  Now is the time to implement 
policies which help ameliorate the downturn 
and provide rapid expansion of prosperity in the 
future.

I look to the future.  It’s time to get Gisborne 
moving.

As Mayor I am committed to:

•	 Negotiate	a	second	air	transport	provider	to	
Gisborne.

 - Lower air fares will result in more visitors 
and that produces an expanding economy.  
This means more jobs and more security.

    - Who, I ask myself, benefits from restricting 
visitor access to the Coast?

•	 Re-open	rail	to	ensure	competitive	pricing	for	
freight transport to a container port.

 - I am aware of the theory that rail is not a 
viable alternative.

 - I am also aware that a proven model which 
demonstrates that rail was economically 
viable.

•	 Rail	will	not	reduce	the	volume	of	logs	for	
truckies, but it will reduce long haul transport.

 - This is a step towards providing safe 
highways for general public use.

 - Based on my advice, short haul reduces 
wear and tear on trucks and improves profit 
margin.

•	 Rail	flow-on	effect	will	provide	
environmental benefits.

Who,	I	ask	myself,	benefits	from	stifling	
competition in freight movement?
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